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Agenda

• Announcements, Attendance, & Prayer

• A Lifetime of Christian Decline in the US

• Examples of Christian Growth Beyond the US

• Preliminary Thoughts About Revitalization



Declining Membership (USA)

-20% 
in 20 
years



Declining Membership (PCUSA)

PC(USA) Membership

1983 
(merger of UPCUSA and PCUS)

3,121,238

2018
1,352,678

35 years = 56% decline

“To say the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) is deathly ill 
is not editorializing but 
acknowledging reality.” 

– letter from 45 large church pastors (2011)



Smaller & Smaller American Churches

Westchester Congregational Church (est. 1728)
Colchester, CT

West Fork Presbyterian Church (est. 1870)
Grand Prairie, TX



Smaller & Smaller: Select Stats

Majority of UCC Congregations Worship 50 or Fewer.
(So What Faith. February 14, 2019)

Another Decade of Major Decline in The Episcopal Church.
(So What Faith. September 7, 2019)

Episcopal
There are now more parishes with 
an average attendance of less 
than 10 than there are parishes 
with attendance greater than 300.

Median Worship Attendance
2010: 105
2015: 80

Faith Communities Today 2015.
(Future Faith, p.9)

http://sowhatfaith.com/2019/02/14/majority-of-ucc-congregations-worship-50/
http://sowhatfaith.com/2019/09/07/another-decade-of-major-decline-in-the-episcopal-church/


Fewer & Fewer American Churches

30-40% will close in the next 30 years 
-Scott Thumma (Future Faith, p.8)

St. Barnabas Episcopal (Denton, TX) Are 10,00 Churches Closing Every Year?
(So What Faith. September 4, 2019)

1-2% close every year

http://sowhatfaith.com/2019/09/04/are-10000-churches-closing-every-year/


Rise of the American “Nones”

Religiously Unaffiliated: 25 Years of Growth
(So What Faith. October 10, 2016)

U.S. Church Membership Down Sharply in Past Two Decades
(Jeffrey Jones, April 18, 2019) 

1 in 4 1 in 5

http://sowhatfaith.com/2016/10/10/religiously-unaffiliated-25-years-of-growth/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/248837/church-membership-down-sharply-past-two-decades.aspx


Global Christianity: Projected Growth

The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050.  (Pew Research Center, April 2, 2015)

https://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/


Bigger & Bigger in Seoul, Korea

Myungsung Church
100,000 Members
(Future Faith, p.13)

Yoido Full Gospel Church
820,000 Members
(Future Faith, p.15)



Africa

Christianity has grown from 
less than 10% to 50% 

over the last 100 years

Simplified Map Of Africa’s Religions
(August 30, 2015)

(Future Faith, p.17)

Today, 1 out of 4 Christians in 
the world is an African.

(Future Faith, p.17)

https://brilliantmaps.com/simple-africa-relgions/


Glocal – Migration & More

2/3 of migrants coming 
to the US are Christian

(Future Faith, p.19)

The world is increasingly 
experienced glocally



Toward Revitalization in America
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